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This paper examines the Timaeus, a metaphysical dialogue of Plato, in an effort to
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INTRODUCTION

As a metaphysical dialogue, the Timaeus tries to explain reality through a mixture of
scientific and philosophical beliefs held during the first half of the 4th century B.C.E." Central to
the text is the belief in an ethereal realm of divine perfection. Ordered, immortal, and entirely
rational, this world does not fit well within the cumbersome physical cosmos of humankind.
Nevertheless, it is the duty and purpose of man to overcome his mortal nature and strive for

divine reason.

Within the confines of this paper | will attempt to clarify exactly why and how humans
are able to be successful in this endeavor. Starting with the nature of the cosmos as it is presented
in the Timaeus, | will discuss the impediments preventing humans from using and achieving
reason. These obstacles originate on the celestial scale as the forces of Necessity and Errant
Cause, both of which are inherent to corporeal existence. After describing these phenomena, |
will discuss the concepts of training and discipline as positive faculties. By examining several
sections of the text, | hope to demonstrate that humans have a limited ability to imitate their
superiors in order to overcome the burdens of their mortal bodies. Finally, I will compare the
plight of humans with the example of the “World Soul,” or soul of the universe, in an effort to

once again highlight the negative aspects of corporeal existence. Ultimately | hope to show that,

! Owen (1953), provides an overview of and argument against the traditional dating of this dialogue.
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through a rigorous system of bodily training and philosophical discipline, humans have the

potential to alter their existence for the better.

Finally, it is important to not the experimental nature of this text. The body of the
dialogue is given through voices other than Plato's own, in his usual attempt to preserve some
degree of anonymity. This particular text focuses on the opinions of Timaeus, a fairly non-
descript aristocrat and thinker, rather than utilizing the normal Platonic mouthpiece, Socrates.
Readers may assume that information presented in the Timaeus, and thus examinations of this
text, will be difficult and hard to conceptualize, but ultimately worthwhile in an effort to

understand Plato's overarching system of ethics.



THE ERRANT CAUSE & NECESSITY

Ti T0 OV Gei, yéveaiv O€ oUK £xov, Kai Ti TO yIyvOuevov Pev dei, Ov O oUdETTOTE;

“What is that thing existing always, but which never has a beginning, and what is
that which is always coming into being,? but which never is?” (27 D-28A)3

Timaeus’ initial account of creation is both hurried and ambiguous, yielding an
incomplete picture of the true Platonic cosmological model. Yet through a series of progressive
and rational inquiries, Timaeus reaches some pivotal points that form the foundation of the entire
dialogue. That which is becoming (yryvopevov),* he says, is apprehensible “through the use of
disordered perception” (uet’ aioBioswg dAoyou). Furthermore, those things which become must

Ut aitiou TIVOG €€ Avaykng yiyveaBai- TravTi yap aduvarov Xwpig aitiou yéveaiv

OXEIV.

“become, out of necessity, due to some cause: for it is impossible for anything to
have a beginning without a cause.” (28A)

From this brief assertion, two points are established. First, humans (and all objects

possessed of visible, tangible bodies [28C]) fall under the category of “becoming.” Second, their

’ Whittaker (1969). An overview of several manuscript discrepancies, including this particular instance. If the @i is
authentic (as | will assume in this paper) it implies that there was no true creation of matter, but rather an ordering
of the cosmos. Counter claims presume that the dsi was added later for balance with the previous sentence, and
that it is uncertain whether or not matter is permanent.
® All translations are my own unless otherwise noted. The text is taken from the 2005 Loeb Classical Library edition,
edited by Jeffrey Henderson.
* Cornford (1952), pg 26, translates as “what is everlastingly in a process of change,” rather than something with a
beginning or end.
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state of becoming must originate from a source.® Timaeus implies that identifying and describing
this source is nearly impossible for the limited capabilities of Humans. Nevertheless, because the
universe is very beautiful, or perhaps the most beautiful® of all tangible objects, it must have had
an eternal model that was perceived by the higher reasoning powers of a Divine Architect.

Timaeus describes how this deity

BouAnBeic (yap 6 Bedc) yadd pev TavTa, pAalipov 8& Pndev eival Katd SUvapy,

“[having] wished that all things be good, but that nothing be bad as far as his
power allowed,”

and he furthermore asserts that
BEpIc S’ oUT AV oUT €oTIv 16 ApioTe Spdv BAAO TTARV TO KGAAIGTOV

“it neither was nor is just, regarding the best (of all entities), that he do anything
except the best possible thing.” (30A)

From here, the discourse proceeds to describe the preference of divine reason to the irrational,

and thus the importance of the immortal and invisible soul within the human body.

In light of this series of statements, one wonders how the forces of irrationality,
imperfection and possibly evil” exist within the universe. Still more unbelievable is the

potentiality of human agency to overcome these hindrances. Before this issue can be addressed,

> Johansen (2004), pg 71, argues that Plato allows for the possibility of causes of existence other than the Divine
Architect, although when the Divine Architect is the cause the result can either be beautiful (based on an eternal
model) or ugly (based on a tangible model).
® Proclus Il (2008), pgs 186-8. It is unclear exactly why the cosmos is the most beautiful of all objects, but it
depends greatly on the nature of the eternal paradigm (the most beautiful of all forms) and the nature of the
Divine Architect (the best of all creators) working in combination. It is important to note, however, that the cosmos
resembles both the paradigm and the creator [29E].
7 Chilcott (1923), pgs 30-31, argues that the soul has two components, the same and the other, that yield the
ability to freely chose between either aspiring to the ideal forms (good action) or not (not so good, perhaps even
bad, action). Proclus Il (2008), pgs 238-40, describes a twofold system in which the Divine Architect (acting with
unlimited power) creates entities that are good, and these creations have individual (limited) capacities for acting
upon that good.
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however, one must ascertain the sources of irrationality within the realm of becoming as well as
the numerous impediments working against human reasoning. If the cause of human existence is
a Divine (and perhaps faultless) Architect who practices his art perfectly and looks to an ideal

model for inspiration, where do flaws arise?

One easily recognizable source of imperfection is the natural disparity between an ideal
form and a physical imitation. Plato is fairly explicit in describing the limitations of both a
“copy” (eikwv) as compared to an ideal “paradigm” (TTapadeiypa), and more generally the
transient® realm of becoming as compared to eternal being (ouaia). Timaeus first depicts the

relationship through an analogy to sources of knowledge:

OTITTep TTPOG Yéveaiv oUaia, ToUTo TTPOG TTiaTIV AANRBEIq,

“Inasmuch as being compares to (possessing) a beginning, in such a manner truth
compares to belief (or faith),” (29C)

and again, comparing Reason (volc) to an opinion of the truth (56¢a aAnerg):

10 YEV yap auT®V 81a Si1daxfic, T0 &’ UTIO e1Bolc NIV €yyiyveTal: Kai TO YEV Al peT’
aAnBolc Adyou, 10 B€ Ahoyov: Kai TO YEV dkivnTov TTeI0T, TO OE PETATTEIOTOV: Kai ToU
MEV TTAVTa AvOPa PETEXEIV PaTEOV, VOU OE BE0UG, AvBPWTTWY OE yEvog BpaxU TI.

“Of these, the one (Reason) arises in us through discipline (or teaching), but the
other (opinion) arises due to persuasion; and the one is always in the company of
true principle, but the other is without worth; and the one is unmoved by
persuasion, but the other is vulnerable to persuasion; and of the one it should be
said that many man partake, but of the other (only) the gods and some small class
of humans.” (51E)

& Cornford (1952), pg 29. The ever ceasing and random change of “becoming” ensures that Natural Philosophy
must always incorporate elements of myth, and cannot deal with exact laws or principles.
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Even without any explicit discussion of the differences between “copies” and “paradigms,” and
also between “becoming” and “being,” Timaeus implies that tangibility,” and thus corporality, is

by nature a flawed state of existence.

This first cause of “evil,”!° then, is integrally tied to the becoming nature of humans and
the physical cosmos. Men are flawed in that they are material copies, and hence imperfect
replicas of a divine model. To be clear, the problem is not one of morality,™* but rather of
imperfection®? and deviation from the source. Men aspire to be what they cannot be, but they
ought not to be faulted for either their hopeless aspirations or their ontological limitations.*®
Further inquiries into the disparity between paradigm and copy, as well as the generally defective
nature of cosmic material, resound throughout philosophical and religious debate, and ultimately
are of little consequence to the aims of this paper. The flawed becoming nature of the human
form™ is not subject to change, and any attempt (including the efforts of training and discipline)
to alter the nature of human existence without altering human form would be ineffective. It is
suffice it to say that the “animal” of man is, and will always be, unable to rival the model or ideal

animal.

® Proclus Il (2008), pgs 46-54, is adamant that while Fire possesses a superior degree of visibility and Earth a higher
degree of stability and thus touch, all of the elements are intermixed (literally and in terms of their effects) and
thus Fire is not the only visible element and Earth is not the only source of tangibility.
19 Cherniss (1954), ascribes the title “negative evil.” Within Cherniss’ system there also exists “positive evil,” caused
purposefully by the soul according to its knowledge or ignorance, and “incidental evil,” caused by the clash
between rational order and secondary causes of motion.
! Cherniss (1954), pg 29. “For negative evil, whether the cause be considered the existence of space itself or the
reflection that is an immediate consequence of its existence, nothing and no one is responsible.” Morality implies
choice and in this particular instance, humans have none.
12 Cherniss (1954), pg 24. “Since no copy or reflection can be identical with its model or original, all phenomena
must fall short of the reality of the ideas, and all must therefore be something less than perfect.”
B Here, a critical distinction must be drawn between the inherent flaws of becoming and the more intricate failings
of the soul when influenced by external material and motion, which will be addressed at a later time.
 |dentified as a combination of souls within body.
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Compounding the problems of corporality, however, is the concept of Receptacle
(UTrodoxn), or the “wherein” (108" év @ yiyvetai) and “nurse” (tiérjvn) for all entities of becoming
and the flawed material that constitutes these entities. Receptacle is both formless and
intangible,™ and thus represents neither a paradigm nor a copy, but rather a unique third type of
existence. Nevertheless as the container of becoming, Receptacle has a great deal of (often

negative) influence on all tangible entities, including human beings.

Timaeus hesitantly tiptoes through an explanation of what exactly constitutes Receptacle,
warning of the difficulty of this topic:

TPiTOV OE TOTE PEV 0oU BIEINOUEBQ, vopioavTeg TA BUO EEIV IKavG: vOv O€ O AOyog

goikev EI0AVaYKAZEIV XOAETTOV Kai APUSPOV EI50C ETTIXEIPEIV AOYOIC Eupavioal.

“But at that time before we did not distinguish a third (type of existence), having
considered the two (others types) explain things sufficiently; But now it seems
worthwhile to pin down a difficult and obscure type of existence (and) to attempt
to explain it with words.” (49A)

Textual descriptions of the Receptacle are ambiguous to say the least, but Timaeus is
adamant that understanding exactly what constitutes Receptacle is fundamental to an accurate
perception of the universe. Receptacle contains boundless spatial capacity, but has itself no trace
of shape or form.'® However, there is an immediate and explicit association between Receptacle

and Plato’s elemental atoms,*” and Timaeus hints that describing Receptacle

> Cornford (1952), pgs 185-188, claims that the Receptacle is itself invisible and formless, but possesses a degree
of permanence in structure that differentiates it from the entities of “becoming” that are formed within it. This
does not necessarily mean that Platonic atoms are permanent, and in fact Plato seems to assert the opposite.
' Demos (1936), pg 541. “The receptacle is the container of events; it is itself nothing, a void in which events thrive
and perish.”
v Consisting of Fire — tetrahedron, Air — octahedron, Water — icosahedron, and Earth — cube (55D-E).
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XOAETTOV € AAAWG TE Kail BIOTI TTpoaTropndfval TrEpi TTUPOG Kai TV PETA TTUPOG
avaykaiov TouTou XApIv.

“is difficult, but especially since it is a necessary advantage in and of itself to
address the problems concerning fire and those (elements) which accompany
fire.” (49B)

Atomic forms are fluid, ever grading into one another,*® and giving rise to disordered motions.
Furthermore, these atoms are subject to the wear-and-tear of time and physical collisions.
However, atoms are the corporeal and ordered results of the Divine Architect and thus must

constitute mere entities of becoming housed within Receptacle.

While the true composition of Receptacle is mysterious, Plato himself seems to
repeatedly urge for a non-material emphasis:

déxeTai Te yap dei 1A TTAVTA, KOl Jop@nV oUdspiav TToTE 0UdEeVi TV £i0IOVTWY Opoiav

eiAn@ev oUdapf oUdAP®G,

“For what always receives everything (i.e. Receptacle), never and in no place did
it assume any shape similar to those entering (it),” (50C)

and again,
510 Kai TTAVTWV EKTOC EIBMV Eival XpeQV TO TA TIAVTA EKSEESEVOV &V aUTE) VEVn.

“Wherefore it is fitting for that entity receiving every type of form within itself to
be exempt from those forms.” (50E)

Contending that Receptacle is explicitly “not stuff or matter”*® may be an insufficient,

although not wholly untenable, conclusion.?

¥ Morrow (1950), pg 152. Most atoms are able to intermingle due to the fundamental triangular forms that
pervade each of the elemental structures. This process proceeds on a hierarchical scale, with fire
* Morrow (1950), pg 152
%% This is the view that | espouse, but it has little influence on the purposes of this paper.
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It is tempting to interpret descriptions of the Receptacle as analogous to Aristotelian
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“prime matter,”“" a sub-atomic source for all the products of becoming. Moreover, words such as

xwpa and €dpa have broad definitions ranging from “void” to “occupied space,” but translations

such as “intangible substance”?

are equally valid. A strong textual argument for such an
interpretation may be derived from the so called “gold example” (50 A-C). In this analogue
Timaeus’ describes an array of infinitely dissimilar shapes (analogous to the products of
Becoming), each molded out of gold. Because of the variable and unstable nature of these

shapes which are “on the verge of non-existence,”%

they are more easily described in terms of
their permanent, yet malleable, material. Gold, like Receptacle, has very few predetermined
formative qualities of its own for a good reason: so that it may form any number of different
copies without excessively deviating from the underlying paradigm of those copies.?* Yet
regardless of the degree of materiality comprising Receptacle, it is the existence of physical

imbalance and erratic motion contained within this composition that is truly important, for herein

lies a primordial source of irrationality and imperfection.

Timaeus' description of the pre-heavenly universe, that is the universe before the arrival
and influence of the Divine Architect, is particularly expressive of this point. What he describes
is the opposite of a cosmos. It is instead chaos: seemingly dAoyog and auetpog, but certainly not
akivnrog. It is difficult to reconcile the irregular disharmony of pre-cosmic existence with the

Aristotelian postulation of a sole "Prime Mover." Caused by the effects of liquification and

?1 See Dean-Jones (2000), pg 102

?2 Johansen (2004), pg 128. A markedly Epicurean translation. Cf. (52A-B).
> Mohr (1978), pg 248

** Mohr (1978), pg 248


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ki%2Fnhtos&la=greek&prior=kinh/seis

ignification, and also the influences of earth and air, these unbalanced elemental motions are in
fact more reminiscent of Pre-Socratic philosophical beliefs.® It does, however, appear that the
random turmoil of Receptacle eventually provided some sort of pre-cosmic, albeit purposeless,

organization:

310 € TO P8’ OuoiWV SUVANEWY WNTE iIcopPATTWY EUTTIUTTAQCBal KaT' oUBEV AUTHG
icoppoTrElv, AN AvwUGAwWS TTAvVTN ToAavToupévny ogicoBal v UTT ékeivwy alTry,

“but owing to being filled with potencies that are neither similar nor balanced, in
no part of herself is she equally balanced, but sways unevenly in every part, and is
herself shaken by these forms and shakes them in turn as she is moved.” (52E)*

16Te 0UTW T TETTAPA YéVN OEIdpEva UTTO ThC de€apeviic, Kivoupévng aUTfic olov
OpYAVOU CEICHOV TTAPEXOVTOG, TA WEV AvopoldTaTa TTAEIoToV auTd Ag” auT@v
Opileiv, 1a O€ OpoidTaTa paAioTa gig TaUTOV cUVWBOETY, 10 BN Kai xwpav Tadta A
aAAnv ioxelv, Trpiv Kai 10 TTav €€ aUTV dlaKoaUNBEY yevéaBal.

“The four classes (elements) being shaken by the container (Receptacle), were,
for the most part, separating the most dissimilar of themselves from themselves
by the same motion, which was as if an instrument supplying some sort of
agitation, but moreover they were pushing together the most similar of themselves
into themselves, wherefore indeed these differing classes were (each) occupying
different place even before everything became ordered out of them.” (53A)

In addition, Timaeus explicitly states that Receptacle, along with becoming and being,

are ancient realms of existence:

OV TE Kal XWpav Kai yévealv gival, Tpia Tpixf, kai Tpiv oUpavov yevéaBal.

“Both being and place (Receptacle) and becoming existed, three entities in three
parts, even before the universe had come into existence.” (52D)

%> See Cornford (1952), pg 162. The elements are not yet formed during Timaeus’ discussion of Chaos, but traces of
elemental quality (for example, heat) are present.
% Henderson (2005)
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Thus even in the absence of the Divine Architect, a disorderly power or powers were still
capable of shaping entities of Becoming. As these pre-Divine Architect entities of Becoming
must be tangible by their very natures, it follows that they cannot be inherently dependent upon
atomic molecules (for example, the Platonic molecule “fire”) but rather on the underlying
elemental qualities (in the case of fire a propensity for swift, sharp motion and an essence of

relative lightness).?’

In summation, variations existing within the ethereal composition of Receptacle (later
embodied by the four different Platonic molecules), and pre-existing the Divine Architect, allow
for some natural capacity of random genesis within Receptacle itself. They also continue to
influence the realm of Becoming and thus the nature of humankind even with the onset of cosmic
order. This is not to say that humans are not the products of rational influence, but rather that
other ration-less forces also shape the products of Receptacle (i.e. all entities of Becoming), thus
causing imperfection. Perhaps Timaeus’ need to address Receptacle in terms of atomic
parameters is due to the inconceivable nature of elemental qualities as depicted exclusively in

terms of motion and fluctuation and without corporeal constraints.

Whatever the precise source of this motion, Timaeus chooses to label it the “Errant
Cause” and goes on to note the powerful effects that it has on human beings. As its name

implies, Errant or Wandering Cause (TrAavwuévn aitia) operates with a lack of purpose,

*’ cornford (1952), pg 178, “We are now to think of qualities which are not also ‘things’ or substances, but
transient appearances in the Receptacle.”
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embodying forces such as random chance (t0xn) and innate disproportion?® that are at work
within the realm of Receptacle. These forces do not always work against the designs of reason,

but they are disorderly in that they cause haphazard motion and have no real design or goal.

While by nature purposeless and chaotic, Errant Cause nevertheless appears to cause
deterministic motion® with lasting repercussions in the universe. Plato applies the name
necessity (avaykn) to the inescapable products® of Errant Cause, especially when they clash
with the will of the Divine Architect:

vol B€ avaykng Apxovtog 1@ TreiBeIv auThVv TV yIyvouévwy Ta TTAEIoTA £TTi TO

BéATioTOV Ayelv, TAUTN Kata TalTd 1€ 81 AvAyKNnG NTTWPEVNG UTTO TrEIBolic Eugpovog

oUTw ka1’ apxag ouviotarto Téde 10 TTav.

“But with Reason ruling Necessity, it was (required) for Reason to persuade
Necessity that she, bring about, to the best end possible, the majority of those
forms coming into existence, and in this way, concerning this matter (the creation
of the universe), on account of Necessity giving way to intelligible persuasion
(thus) everything was arising in the beginning.”*!(48A)

This revelation is worthy of a “new start” within the text, and Timaeus proposes to
describe the entire cosmos as a creation of both Reason and Necessity. An example of these two
forces working together within the plane of Receptacle is illustrated by the creation of atoms.

Various innate elemental differences residing within Receptacle were first separated by the

% Meldrum (1950). Even if the reader accepts sources of motion other than the soul, it is difficult to determine
exactly what Plato intends these sources to be: “In the state of chaos space is a receptacle filled with strange
contents... in ceaseless change and motion,” and “in the Timaeus kineisis is represented as something ‘given’; it
has no origin any more than the Forms or Space” (pg 66).
*? See Johansen (2004), pg 93, pgs 118-132. Johansen unfortunately focuses predominantly on the interaction
between atomic bodies, citing the use of the perfect tense (119) as an indicator for permanence of design and
utility. These same qualitative forces must have also preexisted the Divine Architect, and the while description of
the separating motion of Receptacle “works (much better) in the cosmos than in the pre-cosmos” (125) due to
conceptual problems, readers should not ignore textual implications for ease of comprehension.
%% Mason (2006), pg 284. Also referred to as “natural” or “causal” necessity.
L C.f. (30A)
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chance power of Errant Cause, and the deterministic power of Necessity then continued to affect
motion and perhaps to cause the creation of disordered entities of Becoming.** Yet it was not
until the application of intelligent design based on the divine forms that highly ordered atomic

structures were physically shaped.

Further remarks pertaining to the anatomy of man indicate a similar twin authorship. The
immortal soul must be placed within a flawed body “due to Necessity” (€€ avaykng), and because
of this bodily habitation the soul is subject to several necessary consequences, including

sensation and emotion. Elsewhere Timaeus reveals that the mouth was constructed

050001V kai YAWTTN Kai XeiAeoIv Eveka TRV AvayKaiwy Kai TV apioTwy ...
avaykaiov yev yap mav 0oov sigépxetal TpoPnv diId0OV TG owuarl, 10 8 AdOywv vaua
£€w péov kai Utrnpetolv ppovAoel KAAIGTOV Kai ApICTOV TIAVTWY VAUGTWY.

“with teeth and a tongue and lips for the sake of both necessary causes and also
the best causes ... for all of that sort (of matter), given as nourishment, which
enters into the body is necessary, but the stream of words which was flowing out
was ruling mind was the most beautiful and best of all such streams.” (75D — E)

Again, of the construction of the body, Timaeus describes how

dn Kata 1a¢ aupBoAAg T@v 0aT@V, OTTN PATIVA Avayknv O Adyog atré@aivey deiv
auTdg eival, Bpaxeiav adpka EQuacy.

“indeed concerning joints (points of contact of the bones), when logic was
declaring that it was necessary for these to exist because of some necessary cause,
he produced little flesh.”(74E)

It is vital to note that while the motions of Errant Cause are bound to the realm of

Receptacle (thus able to influence the realm of Becoming), they are occasionally able to affect

32 Dean-Jones (2000), pg 104. Elemental structures “are not brought into being by the imposition of form but by
the mechanical processes of shaking and like attracting like.”
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the functions of reason and the higher operations of the soul.® In fact, it is this ceaseless
struggle, between the divine reason of the immortal soul and the haphazard condition of

corporeal essence, which most characterizes the plight of man.

The ability of Errant Cause to affect even the rational capabilities of corporeal beings
becomes clear when examining the structure of the soul, the seat of reason. Timaeus claims that
the composition of the immortal human soul is akin (although inferior to) the composition of
“World Soul,” the divine component of the cosmos which contains within it “all the corporeal”
(Trdv 10 cwpatoedeg). During the creation of this entity, three components (Being, Becoming,
and a mix of the two) were blended into a uniform whole and then distributed according to a
complex mathematical theory in order to produce a unified whole. It is from this compound that
both World Soul and immortal human souls were formed. However, because of this mixed

|34

composition and the varied motions of the soul®™ (particularly of human souls), interaction with

the tangible universe is possible.

While Plato is clear that the soul is unique in its capacity for thought, rationality, and
conceptualizing the realm of being, he also repeatedly warns that the other sources of motion
within the universe are powerful distractions, and that they may obstruct the human soul from its

true purpose:

TOV ¢ voU kai EMOTAPNG EpacThv Avdaykn Tag TG EUpPovog PUoEwS aitiag
TTPWTAGUETABIWKEIV, Ooal 5E UTT” GAAWY PEV KIVOUPEVWY, ETEPA DE KATA AVAYKNG

%3 Vlastos (1939), pg 79, “It (the soul) can move, and it can be moved. Because it can be moved it is subject to
sensation, desire, pleasure and pain, and passions of every sort.”
3 Skemp (1967), pgs 78-79. The motion of the “Circle of the Different” is especially important: “The Circle of the
Different is in no sense irrational, except in the sense that its province is the sub-rational; but its function is to
bring the sub-rational as near to rationality as it can be brought.”
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KIVOUVTWYV YiyvovTal, SEUTEPAG ... AEKTE PEV AUPOTEPA TA TRV QITIDV YEVN, XWPIG OE
0oai puetd vol kaA@v kai dyadb@v dnuioupyoi Kai 0oal yovVWBEITal POV TEWS TO
TUXOV ATAKTOV EKACTOTE E€EpyadovTal.

“But it is necessary that the lover of reason and knowledge pursue first the causes
of an intelligible nature, but pursue second those other things (causes) arising
from necessity, in as much as they are arising from things moving and things
being moved ... for both of these types are to be called causes makers of (things),
but those makers of things beautiful and good by the faculty of the mind are
separate, as are those makers which, forsaking proper thought, always produce
disordered chance.” (46D-E)

It is this frail susceptibility to errant motions that primarily hinders humans from reason
and separates them from the more divine entities of the Timaeus. It is this same susceptibility
which demands a life of discipline and philosophic training in the hopes of controlling and
overcoming the motions of Receptacle. For only in this way can humans hope to surmount the

turmoil of the physical world and strive for the divine.
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TRAINING & DISCIPLINE

Having established the obstructions (namely corporality and the chaotic motions of
Receptacle) that prevent humans from easily utilizing the rational capabilities of the immortal
soul, namely corporality and the chaotic motions of Receptacle, this section will examine the
ability of man to overcome these impediments. Loosely following the information presented in
three selections of the text, | will explore the increasingly complex model of human anatomy
presented in the Timaeus, as well as the moral and metaphysical ramifications of this model.

The first section compares the plight of man with the cosmological responsibilities of a
group of lesser deities. Imitation of the Divine Artisan and the realm of being is a significant
device employed by both parties in their efforts to rationally coerce the chaotic realm of
becoming towards order. This theme continues in section two, but I focus specifically on the
relationship between the immortal soul and the physical body. Finally, section three discusses the
mortal soul and its effects on the ability of humans to utilize reason.

Two critical points should become apparent through the discussion in this section, and
they are equally relevant to the entire paper. First, humans are flawed entities living amidst a
flawed realm of existence. Although they are endowed with divine characteristics in the faculty
of their immortal souls, the chaotic motions and corporeal hindrances associated with physical
reality are able to, and continually do, impede rational processes. Second, as humans are able to

be manipulated by external forces, so they have a limited ability to influence their own existence.
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Furthermore, because Plato equates rationality with moral virtue, humans have an obligation to

act upon this ability.
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41 A-42D

The theme of imitation recurs throughout the Platonic corpus, but its importance to the
Timaeus in particular cannot be understated. Within the selected section, Plato highlights the
universal principle of imitation as it applies to both humans and a group of lesser deities, the
“new gods” (véoi0goi) Both groups attempt (or should attempt in the case of humans) to “imitate”
the flawless action of the Divine Architect in his efforts to shape and improve the chaotic
universe through reason. Both groups are ultimately unsuccessful in their endeavors. Yet
whereas the new gods instinctively utilize proper imitation, humans need both instruction and
moral encouragement. By describing human imitation within a moral framework, that is
enforcing the act of proper imitation with threats of punishment, Plato suggests that humans have

to both the ability and the moral duty to emulate their superiors.

Plato begins this section of his discourse with a curious rhetorical device: an authoritative
speech given by the Divine Architect himself to his semi-immortal' underlings. These new gods
are to shape the mortal components of birds, men and beasts,” while the artificer himself will
form their divine souls. The reasoning behind this division of labor is simple, as Timaeus

explains:

! “Wherefore ye also, seeing that ye were generated, are not wholly immortal or indissoluble...” (41B) - Henderson

? The Divine Architect is unable to complete this task himself for fear that these creatures would be immortal.
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5t €nol 8€ talta yevopeva kal Biov petaocyovra goic icalorr” Av.
“But these, partaking in life through my agency, might be made equal to gods.”

(41C)

Meticulously crafted by the Divine Architect, immortal souls contain precious knowledge
of the universe and of the “laws of allotment™ or “destiny” (vopovg te toUg ipappévoug), and
furthermore each soul claims a star as its permanent home away from the body. Unfortunately,
Necessity dictates the existence of flawed mortal beings, and thus the Divine Architect’s partial
withdraw is necessary to prevent humans from achieving immortality. Along with all other
mortal creatures, humans are not formed from the same material as the cosmos but rather from a
more “polluted” variety. The creation of their bodies is solely the responsibility of the new gods,

who are expected to falter in this task.

That mortal beings, tangible entities of becoming, are granted bodies comes as no
surprise. What is unusual, however, is the particular manner in which the Divine Architect
commands his underlings to produce these bodies. Specifically, he commands the new gods to

1pénecbe katd evotv Upeic €ml v hv {Wov dnpovpyiav. pipodpsvor Ty Euny SHvapy

nepl v Upetépay yéveoty.

“turn yourselves, according to your nature, towards the craftsman of all things
living (the Divine Artificer), imitating my power employed in (crafting) your
beginning.” (41C).

The exact phrasing of this decree is intriguing, especially when compared to other
instances of imitation within the Timaeus. The first such use comes earlier in the text when

Socrates discusses the limitation of poets and poetry:
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kol 1O pEV £nOv oUSEY Bavpaotov: GALA Ty althy d6Eav giinga kol tepi Thv
méhar yeyovotmv kol tepi 1y vOv Oviev momt@v, oUtt 10 momtikOv Atipdlmy yévoc,
A movl Sfjkov 6¢ O ppntikdv £0voc, oic Av vepagf, talta pyiostor plota kol
apioto, 10 8 €xtoc Thc Tpoiic EKdoTOoIg Yryvopevoy yolemOv HEY Epyorc, €11 8€
YOAETDTEPOV AOYO1G el HipeicOo.

“And regarding my (inability to describe a state in motion) there is nothing
amazing: but I hold the same belief about the poets, both those having come about
long ago and those now living, not dishonoring the creative act (of poetry), but it
is clear to all that the imitating class, among what it was brought up, it may
imitate these things easily and best, but it is difficult to imitate well what arises
outside the rearing of each in deeds, and still harder in words.” (19D-E)

The audience may assume that this passage builds on other Platonic discussions of
imitation, particularly those of the Republic. Here though, the inability of poets to adequately
describe Socrates’ ideal state is attributed to a lack of experience and likely a flawed source of
inspiration. In his commentary, Proclus makes careful note of the difference between divinely
inspired poetry and mere skill in the poetic arts.’ Similarly, there are two distinct forms of
imitation used throughout the text of the Timaeus, both inadequately expressed by the same root
word: pipmowc.* A differentiation between the two is supported by contextual comparisons, and it
is most clearly (although without the actual verb form itself) expressed in Timaeus’ own
description of craftsmanship:

drov pév olv Av O Snpovpyde pog 1 kord Talitd Exov PAénmv Al To10HTe) Twvi

TPOCYPOUEVOC Tapadeiypatt, TV iIdéav kal Suvopy altol drepydinton, kaOv EE

Gvéaying oltmc notekdicOor ndv: oU 8’ Gv e yeyovoe, yevwntd mapadetypott
TPOGYPAOUEVOS, OU KAAOV.

* Proclus 11l (2008), pgs 157-8
* see Tate (1932), pgs 161-163
20


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=e)gkwmia/sai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29mo%5Cn&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5Cn&la=greek&prior=e)mo%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qaumasto%2Fn&la=greek&prior=ou)de%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29lla%5C&la=greek&prior=qaumasto/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&prior=a)lla%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29th%5Cn&la=greek&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=do%2Fcan&la=greek&prior=au)th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%2Flhfa&la=greek&prior=do/can
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=ei)/lhfa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=peri%5C&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&prior=peri%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Flai&la=greek&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gegono%2Ftwn&la=greek&prior=pa/lai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=gegono/twn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=peri%5C&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&prior=peri%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=nu%3Dn&la=greek&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%2Fntwn&la=greek&prior=nu=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=poihtw%3Dn&la=greek&prior=o)/ntwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2Fti&la=greek&prior=poihtw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=ou)/ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=poihtiko%5Cn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29tima%2Fzwn&la=greek&prior=poihtiko%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ge%2Fnos&la=greek&prior=a)tima/zwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29lla%5C&la=greek&prior=ge/nos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=panti%5C&la=greek&prior=a)lla%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dh%3Dlon&la=greek&prior=panti%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&prior=dh=lon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=w(s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mimhtiko%5Cn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fqnos&la=greek&prior=mimhtiko%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Ds&la=greek&prior=e)/qnos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%5Cn&la=greek&prior=oi(=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ntrafh%3D%7C&la=greek&prior=a)%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%3Dta&la=greek&prior=e)ntrafh=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mimh%2Fsetai&la=greek&prior=tau=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=r%28a%3D%7Csta&la=greek&prior=mimh/setai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=r(a=|sta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Frista&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=a)/rista
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kto%5Cs&la=greek&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3Ds&la=greek&prior=e)kto%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=trofh%3Ds&la=greek&prior=th=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28ka%2Fstois&la=greek&prior=trofh=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gigno%2Fmenon&la=greek&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xalepo%5Cn&la=greek&prior=gigno/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=xalepo%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Frgois&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fti&la=greek&prior=e)/rgois
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&prior=e)/ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xalepw%2Fteron&la=greek&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lo%2Fgois&la=greek&prior=xalepw/teron
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29%3D&la=greek&prior=lo/gois
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mimei%3Dsqai&la=greek&prior=eu)=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Ftou&la=greek&prior=sxei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=o(/tou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%3Dn&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%5Cn&la=greek&prior=ou)=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&prior=a)%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dhmiourgo%5Cs&la=greek&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&prior=dhmiourgo%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=pro%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kata%5C&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%29ta%5C&la=greek&prior=kata%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fxon&la=greek&prior=tau)ta%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ble%2Fpwn&la=greek&prior=e)/xon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ei%2F&la=greek&prior=ble/pwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toiou%2Ftw%7C&la=greek&prior=a)ei/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tini%5C&la=greek&prior=toiou/tw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prosxrw%2Fmenos&la=greek&prior=tini%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paradei%2Fgmati&la=greek&prior=prosxrw/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&prior=paradei/gmati
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29de%2Fan&la=greek&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=i)de/an
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=du%2Fnamin&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tou%3D&la=greek&prior=du/namin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29perga%2Fzhtai&la=greek&prior=au)tou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%5Cn&la=greek&prior=a)perga/zhtai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29c&la=greek&prior=kalo%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29na%2Fgkhs&la=greek&prior=e)c
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%28%2Ftws&la=greek&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29potelei%3Dsqai&la=greek&prior=ou(/tws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%3Dn&la=greek&prior=a)potelei=sqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%28%3D&la=greek&prior=pa=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&prior=ou(=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%5Cn&la=greek&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29s&la=greek&prior=a)%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gegono%2Fs&la=greek&prior=ei)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gennhtw%3D%7C&la=greek&prior=gegono/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paradei%2Fgmati&la=greek&prior=gennhtw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prosxrw%2Fmenos&la=greek&prior=paradei/gmati
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29&la=greek&prior=prosxrw/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%2Fn&la=greek&prior=ou)

“But whenever the artificer of any object, in forming its shape and quality, keeps
his gaze fixed on that which is uniform, using a model of this kind, that object,
executed in this way, must of necessity be beautiful; but whenever he gazes at that
which has come into existence and uses a created model, the object thus executed
is not beautiful.” (28A-B)’

Proclus expounds on this theme by suggesting that Socrates does not criticize poetry as a
whole, but rather only the “skilled” or “imitative” kind that has been “raised on poor laws and

character.”®

What is needed for proper imitation is no mortal skill or device, but rather the goal
of replicating the realm of being’ and acting in a manner akin to that of the Divine Architect.”

Thus in creating bodies for the three types of mortal beings, the new gods would ideally imitate

their own maker by focusing on the paradigm of the ideal animal.

It is worth reiterating that, while this type of imitation is both proper and will result in a
beautiful product, perfection cannot and should not be obtained. Like the Divine Architect
himself, the new gods are bound by the limitations of Necessity. In addition to these basic
restrictions they are also themselves less-than-perfect deities’ and are immortal only by

default.'® Their creations must be mortal and flawed by nature or else the cosmos would be

> Henderson (2005)
® Proclus 111 (2008), pg 158
’ Tate (1932), pg 161, “The kind of poetry (or painting or oratory or any other art) which is imitative in the good
sense is that which expresses the ideal world. It uses the ‘divine paradigm.””
¢ |bid. Comparisons with other Platonic texts, particularly the Sophist, lead Tate to define imitation as form of
imitation in which the “creator of the appearance uses himself as the instrument of imitation, i.e., where the
imitator makes himself appear like another person in body or voice.”
° Cornford (1952), pg 141, makes a fitting analogue between these lesser deities and the Sun, which has both
motion of the Same (rotation) and motion of the Other (seen as a gradual movement up and down the ecliptic
plane according to season). Both types of motion are rational, but the new gods are not simple or uniform in their
motions and reasoning as is the Divine Architect.
% Their continual existence depends entirely on the whim of the artificer, but he claims that he will never destroy
them.
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incomplete. In places, a cynical reader'' may detect undertones of maliciousness and spite in the

actions of these lesser gods, especially when the negative aspects of their works are described:

1€ £150¢ &v alT® wouyfic Tpocekodoovy 10 Bvnév, Sewvd kal Avaykaio &v Eavt
nadfpota Eyxov, tpidtov pev Ndovnv. péyiotov kool déheap, Ensrta Momag, Ayad@dv puydc,
€15’ al 0appog kai eoBov, Aepove cuPBOvL®, Bupdv 8& Susrapantov, EAida 8’
gUmaplywyov

They “housed therein besides another form of soul, even the mortal form, which
has within it passions both fearful and unavoidable — firstly, pleasure, a most
mighty lure to evil; next pains, which put good to rout; and besides these, rashness
and fear, foolish counselors both; and anger, hard to dissuade; and hope, ready to
seduce.” (69C-D)

Nevertheless, intermittent phrases seem to indicate that such distrustful speculations

exceed the language of the text. In particular, Timaeus later mentions that the new gods were

seBopevot paivety T Ogov, Ot ph nlico Ay Avéykn. xopig Ekeivou katotki{ovoty &ig
“fearing to pollute the divine (soul), because it was not entirely necessary.” (69D)

Instead of ill purpose, Plato seems to argue that these lesser deities operate solely on rational
motives, ‘2 and have little or no choice in the method (imitation) or manner (proper imitation) of
their production. Ultimately, bodily flaws seem to arise only from unavoidable blunder, and thus

in no way can any malevolence be ascribed to the Divine Architect.

! Johansen (2004), pg 147-148, explores this theme, concluding that “this is no way to describe affections that are
necessary from the point of view of our good.”
'2 Johansen (2004), proceeds to argue against the hypothesis that the lesser deities “gave us these affections
exactly in order to trip us up,” claiming that they should not be catalysts for irrationality.

22


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te&la=greek&prior=a)/llo
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Ddos&la=greek&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&prior=ei)=dos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3D%7C&la=greek&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=yuxh%3Ds&la=greek&prior=au)tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prosw%7Ckodo%2Fmoun&la=greek&prior=yuxh=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=prosw|kodo/moun
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qnhto%2Fn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=deina%5C&la=greek&prior=qnhto/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=deina%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nagkai%3Da&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&prior=a)nagkai=a
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28autw%3D%7C&la=greek&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paqh%2Fmata&la=greek&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fxon&la=greek&prior=paqh/mata
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%3Dton&la=greek&prior=e)/xon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=prw=ton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28donh%2Fn&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fgiston&la=greek&prior=h(donh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kakou%3D&la=greek&prior=me/giston
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%2Flear&la=greek&prior=kakou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fpeita&la=greek&prior=de/lear
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lu%2Fpas&la=greek&prior=e)/peita
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29gaqw%3Dn&la=greek&prior=lu/pas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fuga%2Fs&la=greek&prior=a)gaqw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fti&la=greek&prior=fuga/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&prior=e)/ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29%3D&la=greek&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qa%2Frros&la=greek&prior=au)=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=qa/rros
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fo%2Fbon&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Ffrone&la=greek&prior=fo/bon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sumbou%2Flw&la=greek&prior=a)/frone
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qumo%5Cn&la=greek&prior=sumbou/lw
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&prior=qumo%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dusparamu%2Fqhton&la=greek&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29lpi%2Fda&la=greek&prior=dusparamu/qhton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&prior=e)lpi/da
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29para%2Fgwgon&la=greek&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sebo%2Fmenoi&la=greek&prior=dh%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=miai%2Fnein&la=greek&prior=sebo/menoi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=miai/nein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qei%3Don&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fti&la=greek&prior=qei=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%5C&la=greek&prior=o(/ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%3Dsa&la=greek&prior=mh%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3Dn&la=greek&prior=pa=sa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29na%2Fgkh&la=greek&prior=h)=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xwri%5Cs&la=greek&prior=a)na/gkh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kei%2Fnou&la=greek&prior=xwri%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katoiki%2Fzousin&la=greek&prior=e)kei/nou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29s&la=greek&prior=katoiki/zousin

From here, Plato proceeds to explain'® these bodily flaws in detail, including the various
symptoms that arise as a result of the turbulent motions of the mortal anatomy,14 as well as their

impact on mortal psychology. The specific effects here enumerated include:

npltov pEv aicOnotv Avaykaiov ein piav ndow €k Praiov Tadnudatov copevtov yiyveshat,
Sevtepov 6 NS0V Kkal Aomn pepetypévov Epmta, TpOg SE TovTolg eopov kai Bupudv Oca te
Enopeva alTolg kol 0moca Evavting Tépuke SleoTnKOTA

“First, necessary perception of the senses of violent collisions that is one
possession ingrained, and second, love that is mixed with pleasure and pain, and
those in addition to these being fear and spirit, and those following contrary (to
reason) which are separate.” (42A-B)

Rather than stopping here, however, Plato proceeds to build upon these physical realities
in order to establish a system of morality, complete with a description of punishments (in the
form of ignoble reincarnations'”) that will be inflicted on those humans who do not overcome the
hindrances of their bodies:

OV &l pév kpatiootev. dikn Prdcovto, kpatndivtes 5 Adwkig. kai O pév 0 TOv

TPOGHKOVTO. Ypdvov Provg, mdAty eic thv tol cuvvopov mopevdeic oiknowv Gotpov. Biov

g08aipova kai cuviOn EEot, cpaleic SE TovTmV £i¢ yovarkOc photy &v Tf) devTépq yevécet

petaBalol: ph Tawopevog te &v Tovtolg £t kakiac, Tpdmov Ov kokHvotto, katd thy
opototnTa thg Tol TpodmoL Yevécemg eI Tiva ootV Ael petafarol OMpeiov GOGLY.

“If they should overcome these (contrary forces), they will live justly,
having overcome the unjust. And he having lived well his proper amount of time,
having been sent back into his rational, astral abode, he will have a pleasing life

B This part of the account is not directly quoted from the Divine Architect as the speech proper ends in section
41D.

¥ Miller (1957), pgs 103-4, remarks that Plato’s main objective in describing the turbulent motions of the mortal
human body is to note their effects on the immortal soul. Due to the conceptual difficulty of this topic the nature
of these motions is often “revealed in poetic language and metaphorical conceptions.”

> saunders (1973), pgs 237-8, notes that this system of reincarnation is built on a hierarchy similar to the
elemental atoms, with the best (fire) being the lightest or highest and the worst (earth) being the lowest and
heaviest.
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and home, but he having failed in these endeavors will change in the second
beginning into the nature of a woman, and still not ceasing in these evils, he may
be further corrupted in this way, he will always change into some sort of beastly
form according to the likeness of the beginning of his form.according to the
nature of the beginning of his form into some such.” (42B-C)

Such a bestowal of accountability assumes both that humans have the ability to discern
the just from the unjust, and also that they have the means to act on this knowledge in spite of
their mortal limitations. This is not always the case, however, as Plato himself reveals:

KakOG LEY YAp EkWV oUSelc, 510 S€ movnpav EEwv Tivd Tol cdpatog kal Anoidevtov Tpoghv

0 kaxOg yiyvetar kakoc, mavti 8& talrta £x0pa kol AxovTl mpooyiyveTon

“For no one is willingly immoral, but the immoral man becomes immoral because
of some painful condition of the body and a boorish upbringing, and for everyone
these things (conditions) arise unwillingly as enemies.” (86E)

Instead, the emphasis seems to be on control over one’s body, and the relationship that
the human body has with the immortal soul. Like the new gods, humans have the ultimately
unobtainable obligation to preserve the rational essence of their immortal souls. Indeed, the
absence of any post-life assessment or judgment'® suggests that the continual cycle of
reincarnation is a natural process contained within the universe, and that it occurs without the
direct intervention of any higher power. Thus to some degree, mortal physiology (actual bodily
composition) may be altered by the (in this case unjust) actions of mortals themselves based on

their own moral behavior.'” Unjust behavior, then, is partly the result of willing adherence to

'® |bid, pg 238. This is also reflected in the language of this passage.
7 Cornford (1952), pg 144, “the chief lesson here is that the soul is responsible for any evil that it may suffer,” and
“moral evil is the only real evil.”
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base motions and urgings'® found within the human anatomy and can somehow be partially

remedied by means of mortal agency.

Plato is hesitant to name this remedial faculty of mankind, but it must be a form of proper
imitation similar to that employed by the new gods. Inexplicably, the strongest use of the actual
verb, ppéopar, occurs when humans are advised to imitate Receptacle in maintaining a constant
motion (i.e. exercise) of the body as a means of warding off disease (88D-E). It is indeed
astounding that Plato does not instead urge for the imitation of a paradigm or some other more
divine entity. His reasoning for citing such a flawed source of inspiration may be due to the
relative imperceptibility of the ideal forms (68E — 69A), or perhaps because the issue at hand is
the imitation of the body rather than the soul. However, it is very likely that Plato is referring to
the rational benefits of certain empirical stimuli (particularly Astronomical bodies and the

harmony of music), as he prefaces these remarks with the statement:

xotrd 8€ taltd talta kal 1a pépn Oepomevtéov, 10 toU mavtOg Amoppuovpuevov eidog.

“But it must be discussed concerning these things themselves, the ones
apportioned and imitating the form of the universe.” (88C)

Whatever the reason for this particular use of pupéopan, other forms of imitation must
exist that allow for “proper” imitation. Plato’s unwillingness to mention such imitation is partly
due to the nature of the text. The Timaeus is a cosmological dialogue and it concerns itself with
“Noyov mavt0g” (92C), not Adyov AvOpodnwv. Nevertheless due to the nature of mankind’s primary
task, overcoming the necessary hindrances of the body with reason and order, it must be assumed

that humans are also to imitate more divine entities such as the Divine Artificer.

'8 Stalley (1996), pg 364
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43A — 44D

The previous passage focused on the theme of imitation as both a creative faculty and as
a means of surmounting bodily flaw. Almost immediately following it, this passage is a
progression and elaboration of similar topics. The human body and soul are now fully formed,
and the affects of each on the other are explored in greater detail. The turmoil of corporality
continues to be a prominent theme, but Timaeus now describes a more complex system in which
the body is both a hindrance and a necessary tool for achieving reason and harmony. In order to
imitate the Divine Architect and successfully stabilize the motions of the immortal soul, humans
must necessarily seek to balance the physical requirements of their bodies with a beneficial
aversion to the chaotic sensations of the world of becoming. Yet equally important is the
distinctly human ability to harness certain useful sensations and utilize them in the pursuit of
internal harmony and rationality. To live justly, that is to foster and adhere to the innate, rational
tendencies of the immortal soul, humans will need to train themselves to perform both avoid and

embrace sensation.

To begin as Plato begins with the early life of a human, the immortal soul is first

subjected to insertion within the mortal body, and the disorderly motions that arise as a result:
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1a¢ thic A0avétov Yuyfig meptodovg Evédovy eic Enipputov c@pa kol Andpputoy. ai & eig
motapOv Evdedeicar moAly oUt ékpdrovv oUt” Expatolvto, Bia S€ Epépovro kal Epepov.
Wote 1O pev Olov kveioOar {Mov. dtdxtmg uhyv Omn toyot Tpoidvar kal GGy

They placed “the revolutions of the immortal soul within the flowing and
streaming body. But these, bound (as if) in a great river, were neither superior nor
defeated, but were being carried and carrying by force so that the whole animal
was moved, and it came about disorderly and illogically by means of chance.”
(43A-B)

Quite plainly, this union is neither easy nor particularly pleasant for humans to bear.
Unfortunately, the insertion of rational souls within vulnerable bodies is the product of

Necessity' and thus unalterable.

Here, as elsewhere, Plato uses the imagery of motion to express degrees of rationality or
irrationality. For instance, World Soul moves with the motions of the “Same” and “Different.”
Thus it is able to manifest characteristics of divine rationality while simultaneously interacting
with the inherently chaotic realm of becoming.? The human soul also possesses a spark of divine
rationality, but it is infinitely more vulnerable and also exposed to more (here six specifically)
and stronger sources of motion.® The body, which is subject to influx and efflux of Receptacle, is
primarily a portal through which the turbulent motions of Receptacle are able to attack the
human soul. Plato continues to describe the young soul which is afflicted and impaired, and no

longer able to utilize reason:

! Cornford (1952), pg 147, “The language hints at a certain analogy between the task of the human reason the task
of the Demiurge himself, who ‘took over all that was visible, not at rest but in discordant and unordered motion,
and brought it from disorder into order (30A)".”

?See 37

* Johansen (2004), pg 143, The circles of the soul are exposed to linear motions through the bodily processes of
nutrition and perception... Timaeus employs the image of a river to illustrate the impact of the body’s motions on
those of the soul.
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Otav 4 10) 1@ EEmev tol taltol yévoug N tol Oatépov mepitiymaty. tote TalUTOV TR Kol
0dtepov Tov tAvavtio T@v AANOQY Tpocayopedovst Yevdeic Kai AvonTot yeyovacty.
oUdepia te &v altalg ToTE TEpiodog Apyovsa oUS Myeumv Eottv

“And whenever they meet with one of those from without, either of the class of
the Same or of the Different (or Other), then greeting it as the Same or the
Different, the opposite of that, things false and unfamiliar with the truth, since no
revolution in these guide nor is there any ruler." (43E — 44A)

The physiological condition of the soul, here its initial insertion within the human body,
has exposed its normally rational motions and operations to irrational stimuli. The result is both
flawed action and perhaps even moral condemnation. Undoubtedly humans are neither
responsible for the detrimental influences encountered at “birth,” nor wholly for the natural
inadequacies of their developmental stages. Nevertheless, the soul has a constant obligation to
return to its “first and best state,” and the burden of responsibility remains on humans throughout

their lives to lessen the distractions of the body.

To complicate matters, though, Plato later expresses the need for balance between the

body and soul:

npOc yAp Uyteiog kol vosoug Apetdg te kol koiiog oUdepio coppetpio kol Apetpio peilmv

A yuyfic altfic tpdg oBpa alitd: Mv oUsEY sromolpey oUS” Evvoolipev. Ot yuxfv isyvpdy
Kol AV peydhny dodevéotepov kal Ehattov eidoc Otav Oyfi. kai dtav al tolvavriov
cvumayfrov tovTe, oU kaAOv Okov 10 {Gov. AcvppeTpoy Yap Tolg HeyicTalg GUUHETPIOIG.

"For concerning both healthiness and illnesses and excellence and evils, there is
no symmetry or asymmetry greater than that of the soul with the body: of these,
we neither see nor think that when the soul, because whenever a strong and
entirely great soul holds a sickly and weak(er) appearance (i.e. the body), or again
whenever this frame is thus opposite, the living creature is not beautiful, for it is
unmeasured in the greatest symmetries." (87D)
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Here described, the interaction between immortal souls and human bodies is complex and
particular to the individual. Yet in all cases, the faculties of both the immortal soul and the
flawed body must be exercised if harmony is to be achieved. Understanding this dubious
partnership between body and soul, as well as the influence that each may have on the other, is

vital to understanding mankind’s culpability and responsibility.

Controlling the irrational motions* caused by and experienced through the flawed body,
and thus returning to a state of ordered motion and rationality,” appears to be a two part process.
Initially, humans must seek to distance themselves from any catalysts of non-rational motion so
that the more primal motions of the soul will not be overwhelmed. It appears that Plato is
specifically referring to atomic processes, especially those that can be controlled by human
agency. Plato uses the term “sensation” to describe the interactions between elemental atoms and
the human body. However, these physical collisions often have more metaphysical consequences

for the immortal soul and the overall disposition of the person involved.

For example, the unstable development of adolescents combined with a corresponding
increase in the necessary amount of consumption (i.e. food and drink) yields an instability that is
not conducive to rational thinking.® Such a practice is necessary to the growth of children, and
thus is not “unjust” by nature. However, continued and unnecessary overindulgence into the

adult years is seen as a result of human agency, and can result in the onset of unwanted medical

4 Understanding the particular types of motions that erratic forces cause is not vital to this argument, and it may
well be infeasible. It is imperative that these motions be understood as different and contrary to the workings of
reason, which are often presented by Plato as operating in a circular motion.
> Reynolds (2004), pg 84. “The immortal soul is still potentially able to restore proper motion to itself and the body.
It is important to remember that soul as soul is unchanging in its primary characteristic. It is always striving to
return to its natural self-moving circular path.”
® Proclus V (1998), pgs 1040-1
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consequences and unjust behavior due to excessive interaction between the soul (via the body)

and external forces.

A substantial portion of the Timaeus dwells upon the nature and medical symptoms
(though seldom the moral implications) of various excesses of sensation. Discipline of the body,
both to avoid corporeal sources of rational motion and, when they are encountered, to limit their
impact upon the immortal soul, is necessary for living justly. Often, however, these negative
effects can be avoided or remedied by a natural inclination towards balance and internal

harmony, as is seen with the newly implanted soul:

ol 310 8N tadta wévro @ madiuate vOv kot Apydg te Gvoug yoyn yiyvetot 10 mpidiov.
Otav eig o@po Eviedi) Ovntov. Otav € 10 thig aliéng kol tpooiic Elattov Emin pelpo. Ty
8¢ al mepiodor AapPovopevar yakivng thy Eavt@y 050V inct kai kadiot@vron pdilov
gmodvrtog ol ypovov, tote fdn mpOc 10 katd Pvoty idvtov oyfjia Exdotov TV KOKA®V ol
neprpopal katevBuvopevar, T e Odtepov kol 0 TaltOv Tpocayopevovsal kat Opdov.
Enppovo. tOv Eyova altdc yryvousvov drnoteloUoty.

“Hence it comes about that, because of all these affections, now as in the
beginning, so often as the Soul is bound within a moral body it becomes at the
first irrational. But as soon as the stream of increase and nutriment enters in less
volume, and the revolutions calm down and pursue their own path, becoming
more stable as time proceeds, then at length, as the several circles move each
according to its natural track, their revolutions are straightened out and they
announce the Same and Other aright, and thereby they render their possessor
intelligent.” (44A-B)’

Limiting sensations aids in the elimination of excess, irrational motion and allows the

soul to return to a state of reason. It should be noted, however, that several instances of

’ Henderson (2005)
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sensation® are generally beneficial to the soul, and thus are welcome catalysts of harmonious
motion. Indeed Plato continues to describe how these beneficial sensations of the body, in the
form of atomic interaction with the eyes, can be used to guide the soul back towards reason and a
proper state of motion:
0cOv NIV Avevpelv Sopricacai te Oy, iva tag &v oUpav® tol vol katidoviec meptodovg
ypnoaipeda i tag meprpopdc Tac thg map NIV Stavoncews, cuyyevelc Exeivaig oUcag,
AtopdxTolg TeTapaypévag, Expadoviec S€ kal Aoytopdv kord pooty OpOdTHTOC

HETAGYOVTEG, ppovpevol Tdc tol Oeol mavtog Anhaveic olUoac, Tdg &v AUV memhavnpévog
KataoTnooaipeda.

"God found and gave to us sight so that having looked upon the revolutions of
reason in the universe we might manage the revolutions of thinking regarding
ourselves, these being alike to those, as are the disturbed to the undisturbale, but
having learned and having shared in the uprightness of calculations of nature,
imitating those entities of god being wholly unmoving, we calmed the wanderings
in ourselves." (47 B-C)

This willful and beneficial utilization of the bodily faculties for rational purposes is the
second means of controlling irrational motion and overcoming corporeal flaws. Retrospectively,
Timaeus’ exhortation to merely lessen the “stream of increase and nutriment” is deceptive in that
it does not advise of application of sensation as an instrument of rationality.’ The body, then, is
not merely a portal for chaotic motions. It is also a tool which allows immortal soul'° to interact

with and learn from the divine organization of the universe. Humans are both able and expected

8 Hearing, particularly of harmonic musical tones and also of useful instructions, is another prominent example of
beneficial sensation.
? It is unclear whether the sensations of the body have direct effects on the soul itself, or if they merely supersede
other, more harmful, sensations and thereby lessen the negative influences affecting the rational and unchanging
immortal soul. See Reynolds, pgs 84-85. “The astronomical phenomena serve as a constant reminder of the proper
motion of the soul.”
1% |bid. “Of course, merely gazing at these motions will not solve his (the recipient’s) problems... It is the
recognition of the proper motion of the stars, the motion of the Same, and the ordering of time that is vital to the
start of philosophy.
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to harness useful sensations with positive results. However, Plato warns of the need for an
“upbringing of education” (tpopn nondedoemg) in order to maintain consistency in this endeavor:
v pév olv 8 kel suverhapPévnrai Tic OpON Tpoen Tadedceme, OAdKANpoc Uy t&

Tavte e, TV peyiotnv droeuywv vocov, yiyvetot Katopelioag 5&, yowAiv tol fiov
SramopevBeic Lonv. Atelc kal Avonroc sic Adov mAty Epystar

“Now indeed anyone who may in the right path of education, escaping sickness
for the most part, becomes entirely whole and healthy; but he having taken no
care (for his upbringing), having fulfilled a meager excuse for a life, he returns
again incomplete and thoughtless he returns to Hades.” (44C)

It is difficult to determine exactly what actions fall under the category of “educational
training,” but Plato gives some hint earlier in the text when Socrates briefly recalls several points
of interest from the Republic:

1 6& Tpogrv: Ap” ol yopvaoTikfi kal povsikfi podfpasiv te doa Tpoctket TovToLC, £V
anact 1e0papOo:

“And about the upbringing (of the Guardian class)? How much it (the
upbringing) was seeming to be (composed of)training in gymnastic (athletic)
skills and the things learned (education), and that they be reared among all these?”
(18A)

The apparent hesitancy to discuss this matter at length within the Timaeus may be a
purposeful attempt to avoid redundancy and overlap with the Republic, which is after all focused
on the social aspects of justice. Nevertheless, Plato makes it clear that “educational training”
encompasses a wide range of subjects and that it seeks to both discipline the body (through the
use of gymnastics), as well as to habituate the immortal soul to proper actions (learning and

understanding) and proper motions (the ordered revolutions of reason). Like the Divine Architect
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and also the lesser deities, humans should attempt to “persuade” the workings of Necessity
towards the best possible outcome. Yet unlike their divine superiors, humans can (and should)
avail themselves of the beneficial influences of the universe. The interaction between the
intangible, immortal soul and all things corporeal is rather complex, and Plato is compelled to

introduce the faculty of “mortal soul” in order to adequately explain the process.
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88B - 90D

In this final section, Plato presents his most comprehensive description of the immortal
human soul (housed in the head), its rational and occasionally irrational revolutions, and how
humans must proceed to obtain balance and reason. Throughout previous discussions it has
become increasingly clear that while the needs of the body are contrary to the ultimate goal of
man, they are a necessary component of human life and of interaction with the physical universe.
To this equation Plato adds the twin components of the mortal soul, embodied by the faculties of
spirit and appetite, which are located in the chest and belly respectively. While subordinate to the
divine rationality of immortal soul, these flawed bodily faculties are nonetheless powerful. If
humans are to achieve a just and rational existence, they must first find a means of coping with

their mortal souls.
Like the human body, mortal soul is a flawed product of the new gods:

ol 8& ppoduevor, maparaBoviec Apynv yuxfic @ddvatov, T0 petd tolito BvnTOv cMdua
aUth mepietdpvevcay Oynud te nlv 10 c®ua Edocav AALo € eldog &v alt® yoyfg
TPOGWKOSOLOLY TO OVNTOV.

“but the, imitating, having recieved the immortal guide of the soul, after this they
fitted around this the mortal body and gave the body as a vessel and as another
form in which they built in addition to this the mortal part of the soul.” (69C)

Negative descriptions of the mortal soul are understandable. It exists as an embodiment

of the hindrances associated with corporality and the limitations of an existence within
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Receptacle. Nevertheless, it would be improper to label any component of mortal soul
“immoral.” For whereas the immortal soul is by nature equipped with the ability to reason and
thus can and should utilize this faculty, the more base urgings of mortal soul are entirely devoid

of reason. !

Plato proceeds to develop a hierarchy of souls, and describes how human anatomy is

structured for the benefit of the immortal soul:

yopig £xeivov katokilovoty gig GAANV tol chpatog ofknoy 10 Bvntov, icOudv kai Opov
Srowkodopncavrec Thg te kepoAfig kal To0 othfovg, alyéva petall tfévtse, v’ ein
yopic. &v 8N toic ot0ecty kol 16 kKadovpéva Odpait TO Thc Yuyfig BvnTOV Yévog
€védouv. kol Enedn) TO pev Auevov altic, 10 € yelpov Encpiket, Stoucodopolot Tol

Ompaxog al 10 KHToC. ..

“Apart from this they established in another part of the body the mortal, having
built an isthmus and a wall between the head and the chest, having placed the
neck in between, so that it (the immortal soul) might be separate. Indeed in the
breast and in that called the thorax they have the mortal type of soul. And since
one type is better, but one is worse, they again built a hollow within the thorax."
(69E — 70A)

10 petéyov obv tiic wuxfic Avdpeiog kai Bupol, pikovikov Ov, katkicay Eyyutépm Thg
keQoAfg petall v epev®v Te kal alyévog, iva Tol Adyov katfkoov Ov ko] pet’
€xetvov Bid 10 TV EmBvudv katéyot yévoc, Omdt €k thig Axpomdrenc @ T EmTdypoTt
ol A0y® pmdapf] meibecOar ExOv E08Not. ..

“That portion of the [mortal] soul partaking of courage and spirit, being a lover of
victory, they established near the head between the midriff and the neck, so that it
might subdue the class subject to desires by the same force as that one [the
immortal soul], an adherence to logic, whenever they might not at all willingly
wish to obey the edicts and logic of the topmost head." (70A)

! Reynolds (2004), pg 92.
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“But that part of the soul desiring of food and drink, and whatever the nature of
the body holds a lack of, this they established in the place between the midriff and
the boundary by the navel, having built a sort of crib in all this place for the
rearing of the body: and indeed they bound this sort [the mortal soul] within as if
it were a savage nursling, but although pressing it, it was necessary to rear it, if
ever the mortal portion wished to exist.” (70D-E)

What is described is a complex system of interdependence that, like the body-soul
relationship, is crafted in the most beneficial and rational manner allowed by Necessity. Just as
World Soul is composed of elements from the realms of Being, Becoming, and a mix of the two
(35A-B), so readers may assign specific identities to the three divisions of the human soul. The
immortal soul, secluded and divine, is quite naturally the strongest link? between humanity and
the divine. Conversely, human appetite for both sensation and basic nourishment represents a
direct interaction with the realm of “becoming” and all of the disordered atomic motions
therein.® The “spirit” is a combination of the two, albeit a reasonless combination,® and it acts as
an intermediary between the irrational motions of the belly and the (ideally) harmonious motions

of the head.

2 Another, more irrational means of accessing the realm of the divine not discussed in this paper is divination.
* The disorderly motions surviving from a pre-ordered cosmos. Miller (1957), pg 104, The first [source of disorderly
motion] is the stream which furnishes the nourishment of the body... The other stream is the “tumult” of
sensation, the result of the motions caused in the body when the creature happened to strike against [exterior
objects].”
* Reynolds (2004), pg 92
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The danger of this system lies in the potential for the immortal soul to be overwhelmed
and mastered by the processes of its subordinates.’ Plato earlier described the detrimental effects

of sensations upon the young immortal soul, recently implanted within the body:

kol 8N kal Tote €v 10 TapdvTL heiotnv Kal peyicVv mapeyduevor kivnotv, petd tol
péovrtoc Evdeheyc Oxetol kvoloa kai 6podpdc ceiovaar ag Tic Yy meptddoug,
NV pév raltol navtdmacty Enédnoav Evavtio alth Péovoar kai Eméoyov Apyovoay Kol
ioUcov.

“And indeed also at that time, holding the most and greatest motions, moving
with the constantly flowing canals and shaking violently the revolutions of the
soul, and they bound the flowing alltogether of this one with itself flowing
opposite and they held down its controlling and moving [natures].” (43C — D)

The latter half of the Timaeus describes the innumerous physical routes by which further
sensations of becoming are able to affect the immortal soul and its ordered motions. Plato
continues to describe the dire consequences of heeding only the physical desires of the body and
the mortal soul:

@ pév olv mepi 1dc Embupiog | mepl prhovikiag tetevTaxdT kel Taldita Stomovolivry

cpodpo mévTa Ta Soypato Avaykn Ovitd Eyyeyovéva,

“Whoso, then, indulges in lusts or in contentions and devotes himself overmuch
thereto must of necessity be filled with opinions that are wholly mortal, and
altogether, so far as it is possible to become mortal, fall not short of this even a
small degree, inasmuch as he has made great his mortal part.” (90B)°

Balance between the three aspects of the human soul as well as between the needs of the
body and the purpose of the immortal soul, must be achieved. Only when the requirements of the

body are satisfied is immortal soul able to learn and understand, thereby restoring the divine

> |bid, pg 84. “The many ephemeral substances of becoming, with their own chaotic desire to move to other like
substance without reason, can suppress this natural tendency [of the immortal soul to return to its best state].”
® Henderson (2005)
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motions of reason. Plato is fairly optimistic about the capabilities of man to overcome his mortal
limitations, but only to a certain degree. As with the new gods, it is likely that perfection in this

human endeavor is ultimately an unobtainable ideal.”

Expounding further upon the theme of balance, Plato now describes his hierarchy of souls

in terms of motion:

kaBdmep eimopey moAldkic, Ot Tpio Ty Wuxfic &v AV €idn kotKicToL, TVYYGveL SE
£KaGTOV KIVAGELS EYOV, TUYXAVEL 8E EkaoTov KAoeLg Exov, oUtw katd taltd kai viv wg
310 Bpoyvtérov pnréov 011 0 pEV alt@®v Ev Apyia Sidyov kal T Eavtol KivicEmY
Novyiav Ayov dcbevéotatov Avaykn yiyvesOoi, 10 8 &v youvaciolg Eppopevéstotov: 510

pviaktéov Onwg Av Eymoty Tdg KIvGeLS TpOg AAANAN GLUUETPOVG.

“Although we said many times that three forms of the soul were established
within us, and it was discovered that each was holding its own motion, thus now
regarding these matters it must be mentioned as briefly as possible that through
the carrying over into laziness of these and the maintenance of the inertness of its
own motions, it becomes by necessity very weak, but that one maintaining itself
with exercise becomes very strong. On account of which it must be well guarded
that they hold motions in symmetry with one another." (89E - 90A)

Here again, motion is the metaphysical embodiment of rationality, or lack thereof. Plato
reminds readers that ordered motion, instilled within immortal souls by the craftsmanship of the
Divine Architect, is ideal:

v & all kviosov 1 &v Eaut® U’ alitoll Apiotn kivnotg, péhota yap Tfi Stvontiki

al f) ToU mavtOc Kivioel ovyyevig, N € Un’ AAlov xeipwv: yepiotn 8€ N keyévo tol
chpotog kal dyovtog Novyioy 8t Eépav alto katd pépn kvolca.

“But again concerning motions, the best motion is one in itself because of itself,
for this is most similar to intellect and to the motion of the universe, but motion

7 Cornford (1952), pg 354, “The life of reason can be fully enjoyed only after death when the spirit is released from
the distractions of bodily needs; but our business here is to partake of immortality in the fullest measure that our
mortal nature will admit.
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from another is less good. but the worst is the motion of the body and it disrupts
through a state of idleness and moving according to the lot of other things." (89A)

While never fully developed in the text of the Timaeus, this concept is the clearest
indication of why Plato believes humans ought to behave rationally. What is “good” or “best” in
the Platonic sense is the ideal both for individuals and the Universe as a whole.® Acting
otherwise is the result of ignorance, pain, or a myriad of unfortunate states that are ultimately the
results of Necessity working against Reason.’ Self-motion for the human body takes the form of
exercise (89A). Self-motion of the human soul is modeled after the purely rational operation of
the World Soul, in its unceasing task of encountering, identifying, and rationally understanding
all of the cosmos:

alt te Avakvkhlovpévn mpoc aUtv, Otav oUsioy okedacthv £xovtdg Tvog EpdmtnTon

xal Oty Apépiotov, Adyet kvovpévn S1a mhong avtfic 01w T v Tt Taltdv f kol dtov

av £tepov, mpOg OTL 1€ paAiota kal Onl kal Onws Kol Ondte cvpPaivetl katd td yryvopeva

\ 1% 1% 5 ! , N \ 1 1 SN .,
1€ Tp0Og Ekactov Exaota eivol kol maoye kal TpOg 1a kard taltd Exovra Ast.

“And she (the World Soul) revolving upon herself, whenever she encounters
something holding its essence scattered or instead encounters something
undivided, moved through her whole self she says whether it is in any way the
Same or whether it is the Other, by where and by what method and when it comes
about concerning the things being and which suffer to each to be each, and about
those things being always.” (37A-B)

Contemplating the nature of a purely rational human would be a daunting, if not
impossible, task that Plato does not attempt. Neither does he attempt the equally difficult task of
describing an entirely “mortal” human devoid of any rational motions and subservient only to

base needs. However, when contemplating the effects of the mortal soul upon mankind, a useful

® saunders (1973), pg 234
°Gill (2000), pg 75. “Vice is understood as an expression of a kind of defectiveness which we would all want to be
free from, if we could be led to recognize its nature.”
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comparison can be made with Plato’s descriptions of plants, which do in fact act only upon the

urgings of appetite:

netéyet ye v tolto O vv Aéyopev ol tpitov ywuyxfig eidovg, O petall epev®dv Opgaiol
1¢ i5pUcon Adyoc, (I) 56&ng ey Aoyiopol te kal voU péteotiv 10 undév, aicOncemg 8€
Ndeiag kol Alyewviig petd Embuudy. ndoyov yap dtatedel Tévto, otpagévit & altd &v
Eant® mepl Eavto, TNV PEV EEmBev Anwoauéve kivoy, T 8 oikeld ypnoauévw, T@v
aUtol 11 LoyicacOat katdovTt ot oU Topadédmkey I YEVesic.

“Certainly that creature which we are now describing partakes of the third kind of
soul, which is seated, as we affirm, between the midriff and the navel, and which
shares not at all in opinion and reasoning and mind but in sensation, pleasant and
painful, together with desires. For inasmuch as it continues wholly passive and
does not turn within itself around itself, repelling motion from without and using
its own native motion, it is not endowed by its original constitution with a natural
capacity for discerning or reflecting upon any of its own experiences.” (77B —
)10

Unlike plants and other inert beings, humans are endowed with the ability to turn within
themselves around themselves (that is to obey the sovereign motions of the immortal soul), and
also to repel motions from without. They have a limited ability to utilize reason in an effort to
alter the revolutions of their souls. Plato leaves readers with a warning about their mortal needs,
and stresses overall balance between these flawed faculties and the immortal soul. Yet the need
for balance should not prevent humans from imitation of the Divine Architect or other more
divine entities, and in no way should it hinder them from fulfilling their divine purpose and
living a just life of discipline, learning and understanding:

Oepameia SE 8N movti mavtOg pia, Tdg oikeiog ExGoTwW TPoeAC Kol Kivioel Amodidovar.

M & &v Niv Ogiw) cvyyevelg sioty kvioelg al Tol movtOg Stavoncelg kol mepLpopai:
TavTaug S cuvendpevoy Ekactov Sei, Tag mepl TV yéveotv &v Th] kepalf] SiepBappévac

% Henderson (2005)
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Audv meprddovc EEopBolvta S10 1O katapavOavey Tdc ol maviOg Appoviog te kal
nEPIPOpac, T KoTavoovpéve T0 Katavoolv Eopoiido katd Thv Apyaioy evoty,
opowdoava S€ téhog Exetv 1o mpotedivtog AvOpmmolc UnO Be®v dpictov Biov mpdg te

70V TapovTo Kal TOV Enetta ypovov.

“And the way of tendance of every part by every man is one — namely, to supply
each with its own congenial food and motion; and for the divine part within us the
congenial motions are the intellections and revolutions of the Universe. These
each one of us should follow, rectifying the revolutions within our head, which
were distorted at our birth, by learning the harmonies and revolutions of the
Universe, and thereby making the part that thinks like unto the object of its
thought, in accordance with its original nature, and having achieved this likeness
attain finally to that goal of life which is set before men by the gods as the most
good both for the present and for the time to come.” (90C — D)"’

" Henderson (2005)
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WORLD SOUL

As living creatures endowed with bodies, souls and the capacity for reason, humans are
morally obligated to emulate the ideal living animal in the pursuit of a rational and virtuous life.

However, an intermediate “animal” exists in the entity of World Soul, which Plato says has

@V vont@v Aei te Gvrov Und 1ol Apictov Apiotn yevopévn T@v yevvn0&vov.

“the best thing coming into existence of all those becoming, and account of the
best thing of all those things utilizing reason.” (37A)

World Soul is partly an entity of becoming, and thus under the strict parameters defined
by Timaeus it should not be a model for imitation proper. Even so, as a force of reason within the
tangible realm of becoming, and as the seeming embodiment of the immortal human soul, World

Soul is worthy of study and perhaps, to whatever degree possible, emulation.

Drawing comparisons between humans and World Soul is often frustrating, in that World
Soul seems immune to many mortal afflictions. That this cosmic psyche is subject to corporeal
influence is repeatedly affirmed within the text of the Timaeus. As formerly stated, the
composition of World Soul is fashioned from a mixture of Being, Becoming and a blend of the

two. In addition, this World Soul is strewn
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N8 €x puéoov mpog OV Ecyatov oUpovoy,
“from the middle towards the outer end of the universe,” (36E)

and furthermore, it contains within it all corporeal matter.

Even so, the more base components of World Soul seem to exist only to aid in the
processes of recognition and understanding,' and do not impinge upon the higher faculties of

being.

One obvious explanation for this imperviousness is that the body assigned to World Soul
(the universe) is not subject to external sensation of any kind, and is thus more tranquil. The
Divine Artificer enclosed all matter within the perfectly round sphere of the heavens in order to

prevent the antagonistic disruptions caused by atomic collisions:

Ende v’ Ayipov kol Gvosov . kotavodv O cLeTET® cdpaTt Oeppd kel yoypd Kol Téve’
0c0. Suvaperg ioyvpdc Exet mepuctapeva EEmbev kol Tpoomintovta Axoipwg AVEL Kol
vécovg yNpéc te Endyovta pOivety motel. 10 81 thv aitiav kai 1OV Loyiopov tovde Eva
Olov Ohwv £E Andvtov téleov kal Ayfpov kol Avocov alTtOv ETEKTHVITO.

“And further, that it might be secure from age and ailment, since He perceived
that when heat and cold and all things which have violent potencies, surround a
composite body from without and collide with it they dissolve it unduly and make
it to waste away by bringing upon it ailments and age ... he fashioned it to be one
single whole, compounded of all wholes, perfect and ageless and unailing.”
(33A)*

Again this same characteristic also eliminates the capacity for bodily senses, which are so

valued among humans, as well as the need for maintenance of the body:

! Proclus (1998), pgs 705-706. “For the soul knows itself, and the natures prior to, and posterior to itself; since it is
the image of things prior to, but the paradigm of things posterior to itself. Hence perceiving itself, and evolving
itself, it knows all things, not at all departing from its own proper power.”
? Henderson (2005)
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vAp dxovotov: tvelud e oUk Nv mepestOg Sedpevov Avamvorc. oUd” aU tvog Emdeeg Nv
Opyavov oyl W TNV PEV gic EanTO TponV SéEotto, TNV 8€ TpdTepov EEIKPOGUEVY

2 r r
ATOTMEUYOL TTOALY.

“There was nothing lacking of eyes, for there was nothing visible left over
outside, not of hearing, for there was nothing to hear, nor any air around it lacking
the capability of breathing, nor, again, did it need any organ whereby it might
receive the food that entered it and evacuate what remained undigested.” (33C)

As might be expected, these bodily characteristics give World Soul distinct kinetic
advantages. Plato reveals that the World Soul was divided into two spheres of motion, “same”
and “different,” which both govern its function® as well as explain astrological patterns.*
Nevertheless, unity is continually stressed and both of these rational spheres of motion are

manifested in circular movements:

kivnow yAp Anéveey alt® TNy tol ohpatoc oikeiov, T@v Entd v mepl volv Kal
PpoVNoY péhoTa oloav: 310 8 katd taltd &v 16 alt kal &v Eavtd neprayoy®v altd
€noinoe KOKAW KveloOar oTpepopevov, Tag 8€ EE Andoag kvioelg Apeiley kai Amhaveg
AnMpyaooato EKEVoy.

“For movement he assigned unto it that which is proper to its body, namely, that
one of the seven motions which specially belongs to reason and intelligence;
wherefore he spun it round uniformly in the same spot within itself and made it
move revolving in a circle; and all the other six motions he took away and
fashioned it free from their aberrations.” (34A)

* Meldrum (1950), pg 67, “the Circles of Same and Different, for all we are told, have purely cognitive function.”
The main function of World Soul seems to be that of identification (37B-C), and bestowing rational motion on the
rest of the universe.

* The irregular motions of the planets are subsumed in the divisions of the Circle of Different. That the
“Wandering” of the planets is not analogous with the Errant Cause is readily apparent. Skemp (1967), pg 79, “they
are regular enough in fact to act as the clocks of the universe and ‘define and preserve the numbers of Time.”
Vlastos (1939), pg 67, “their wanderings (the planets) are only apparent ... and involve no interruption in the
revolution of the Different.”
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Indeed because of the superior relationship between the universe and World Soul, no
mortal soul is needed to mitigate interaction with the physical world. In fact, World Soul seems
by and large unaffected by the demands of Necessity.® Clearly the Divine Architect was careful
in his shaping of World Soul. It is more primal than and thoroughly disparate from the body of
universe to the degree that it may act as a permanent source of rational motion. Furthermore,
World Soul does not appear responsible for the necessary corporeal inability (on the part of the
universe, or body) to completely adhere to these rational urgings. Flaws are not only expected,

they are needed for a complete model of the “ideal animal.”’

Finally, and in the same fashion as
the “new gods,” choice and thus morality is not applicable. World Soul exists for all time as a

divine being of unceasing and intelligent life, and thus does not need fear of cosmic punishment

as an encouragement for rational behavior.

Given these superior qualities and a highly divergent and advantageous anatomy, how
can humans hope to emulate World Soul? In short, they cannot. Failure, in the guise of
distraction and at times irrationality of the immortal human soul, is unavoidable. There are,
however, several inspirational particulars that humans can acquire from a study of World Soul to

aid them in their struggle.

The first such point of interest is that, while World Soul is infinitely better suited to
conducting itself rationally, both humans and World Soul (and presumably all animals) strive for

the same goal. Plato advises mortal creatures to that they

® Reynolds (2004), pg 81, “The soul of the mixing bow! can be created apart from the demands of necessity
because it is not yet out in the world of Becoming.
7 . .
Flaws are necessary to bring mortal creatures, humans included.
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50" aitiog €idn Sropilecshar, O pEY Avaykaiov, TO SE Oeiov, kai TO pév Oeiov &v Anacty
{nteiv ktoeng Eveka eUdaipovog Blov. kad  Ocov MUY N voig Evéyetar, 10 S€
avaykdiov Eketvav xaptv. Aoylopevov W vev Todtmv ol Suvard altd Exeiva €9 olg

omovdalopey pova kotavoelv oUd” al Aafelv oUs” AAmC TG LETOCYEIV.

“...ought to distinguish two kinds of causes, the necessary and the divine, and in
all things to seek after the divine for the sake of gaining a life of blessedness, so
far as our nature admits thereof, and to seek the necessary for the sake of the
divine, reckoning that without the former it is impossible to discern by themselves
alone the divine objects after which we strive, or to apprehend them or in any way
partake thereof.” (68E — 69A)"

World Soul is endowed with the curious ability to supersede necessary, or secondary,
causes and instead acts only out of divine inspiration. This should be the goal of human life, and
acting in such a manner is considered proper and morally good. Humans may not always be able
to accomplish this goal, but when they do they can take confidence in the fact that they are both
acting in a manner pleasing to the Divine Architect, and that they are performing well in their

imitation of the “ideal” or “paradigm” animal (37D).

A further source of inspiration lies in the knowledge that World Soul, a created entity
with a temporal beginning and (theoretically) end, can act as a source of rational motion unto
itself and for the corporeal universe as well.” It does so through a continual rational process
which is analogous to the human goal of learning and understanding, although it occurs without
any effort and needs no reinforcement through any regiment of training. Plato describes this

process, saying that

Otav oUciav okedaothv Exovtog Tvoc Epdmton kai Oty Apépiotov, Aéyst Kivovpévn Sid
néong Eavtilc 0tw T @v T Taltov N kol dtov Gv Etepov. TpOC Ot1 Te pdAoTa kol Ot Kol

¢ Henderson (2005)
° Reynolds (2004), pg 65, “Plato clearly believed the soul was self-moving and also moved the body.”
46


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=du%2F%27&la=greek&prior=xrh%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29ti%2Fas&la=greek&prior=du/'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%2Fdh&la=greek&prior=ai)ti/as
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=diori%2Fzesqai&la=greek&prior=ei)/dh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=diori/zesqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nagkai%3Don&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=a)nagkai=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qei%3Don&la=greek&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=qei=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qei%3Don&la=greek&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&prior=qei=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%28%2Fpasin&la=greek&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=zhtei%3Dn&la=greek&prior=a(/pasin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kth%2Fsews&la=greek&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28%2Fneka&la=greek&prior=kth/sews
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29dai%2Fmonos&la=greek&prior=e(/neka
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bi%2Fou&la=greek&prior=eu)dai/monos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kaq%27&la=greek&prior=bi/ou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fson&la=greek&prior=kaq'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28mw%3Dn&la=greek&prior=o(/son
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28&la=greek&prior=h(mw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fu%2Fsis&la=greek&prior=h(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29nde%2Fxetai&la=greek&prior=fu/sis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&prior=e)nde/xetai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nagkai%3Don&la=greek&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kei%2Fnwn&la=greek&prior=a)nagkai=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xa%2Frin&la=greek&prior=e)kei/nwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=logizo%2Fmenon&la=greek&prior=xa/rin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&prior=logizo/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fneu&la=greek&prior=w(s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%2Ftwn&la=greek&prior=a)/neu
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29&la=greek&prior=tou/twn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dunata%5C&la=greek&prior=ou)
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29ta%5C&la=greek&prior=dunata%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kei%3Dna&la=greek&prior=au)ta%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29f%27&la=greek&prior=e)kei=na
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Ds&la=greek&prior=e)f'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=spouda%2Fzomen&la=greek&prior=oi(=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mo%2Fna&la=greek&prior=spouda/zomen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katanoei%3Dn&la=greek&prior=mo/na
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29d%27&la=greek&prior=katanoei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29%3D&la=greek&prior=ou)d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=labei%3Dn&la=greek&prior=au)=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29d%27&la=greek&prior=labei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllws&la=greek&prior=ou)d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pws&la=greek&prior=a)/llws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=metasxei%3Dn&la=greek&prior=pws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Ftan&la=greek&prior=au(th/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29si%2Fan&la=greek&prior=o(/tan
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=skedasth%5Cn&la=greek&prior=ou)si/an
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fxonto%2Fs&la=greek&prior=skedasth%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tinos&la=greek&prior=e)/xonto/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29fa%2Fpthtai&la=greek&prior=tinos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=e)fa/pthtai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Ftan&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29me%2Friston&la=greek&prior=o(/tan
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=le%2Fgei&la=greek&prior=a)me/riston
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kinoume%2Fnh&la=greek&prior=le/gei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dia%5C&la=greek&prior=kinoume/nh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fshs&la=greek&prior=dia%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28auth%3Ds&la=greek&prior=pa/shs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Ftw%7C&la=greek&prior=e(auth=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=t%27&la=greek&prior=o(/tw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fn&la=greek&prior=t'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti&la=greek&prior=a)/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tau%29to%5Cn&la=greek&prior=ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3D%7C&la=greek&prior=tau)to%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=h)=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Ftou&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%5Cn&la=greek&prior=o(/tou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28%2Fteron&la=greek&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&prior=e(/teron
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fti&la=greek&prior=pro%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te&la=greek&prior=o(/ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Flista&la=greek&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=ma/lista
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fph%7C&la=greek&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&prior=o(/ph|

Onwg kal Omdte cvpPaivet katd TA yryvopEevd Te TPOC ExacTtov EKoTa elval Kal TaoyeV
kal TpO¢ Ta kortd Taltd Exovta Aei.

“whenever (World Soul) touches anything which has its substance dispersed or
anything which has its substance undivided, it is moved through its entire being
and announces what the object is identical with and from what it is different, and
in what relation, where and how and when, it comes about that each thing exists
and is acted upon by others both in the sphere of the Becoming and in that of the
ever-uniform.” (37A-B)"°

Humans should assume that their own rational souls possess similar capabilities, and that
to some small degree humans are also able to mitigate the flaws of their surroundings in addition
to those of the human body. It must be remembered, however, that the body of the universe is, in
fact, also the “body” of World Soul. They are perpetually intertwined and equally comprise the
sum total of existence with the realm of becoming. Corporeal sensations are only “external” in

that they are foreign to the permanently rational nature of World Soul."’

Endowed with immortal souls and capable of rational assessment, humans must certainly
be equipped with abilities similar to those of World Soul. Yet humans do not (and ultimately
cannot) look inward in the application of sense, but rather must look externally to the body of
World Soul. That is, humans are not capable of influencing the immortal soul directly, but
instead must operate through the channels of corporality. Both beneficial (i.e. ideal
circumstances of sight, hearing) and detrimental (appetite for example, but atomic interaction in
general) sensations are experienced without through interaction with the universe. Humans can

manipulate the amount and type of external stimulation they receive, yielding either useful or

10
Henderson (2005)
" proclus (1998), pg 719, “It is not proper, therefore, to think that the soul of the universe receives the knowledge
of sensible externally, or that it is in want of organs to the apprehension of them.”
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harmful results, but they cannot directly influence the immortal soul without first affecting

aspects of mortal soul and the body.

The ramifications of these assertions are many and, for the most part, they cannot be
supported by the information presented in the Timaeus. Nevertheless, readers may speculate as to
the human ability to affect other entities of becoming, especially other humans, as World Soul
affects the universe. Can and should humans beings, acting in accordance with the ordered
motions of the immortal soul and participating in the processes of learning and understanding,

emit rational motions within the realm of becoming?

Plato seems to indicate that humans may indeed act as channels for the ordered essence
of the immortal soul, thus influencing not only their own internal motions but the motions of
others as well. Timaeus himself serves as an embodiment of such a figure by channeling his
knowledge of astronomy and the workings of the universe into a coherent and persuasive lecture.
In fact, his preface seems to effectively describe the act of proper imitation, complete with divine
inspiration and rational acceptance:

N, @ Sdrparec, ToUt6 e 8 mévtee doot kal kot PpoylU coEPosIVIG HETEXOVGLY, &l

navtOg Opufi kol opicpol kal peyéhov mpdypatoc 0£0v Aei mov kaoUowv: Audg S€ ToUg

nepl tolU movtOg Adyoug moteicOod mth péAdovtag, F] yéyovev ) kal Ayevég Eotiv, &l pn

TAVTATOGL ToPoALGTTOMEY, AVEayKn Og00G Te Kol Oedc Emcatovpévoug eUyecOat mdvta
katd voUv €keivolg HEV paMoTa, Enopévag SE NIV eineiv.

“But as to that, Socrates, all men who possess even a small share of good sense
always call upon god at the outset of every undertaking, be it small or great:
Therefore I, proposing to deliver a discourse on the Universe, how it was created
or may be uncreated, should invoke the gods and goddesses (if we be not utterly
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demented) praying first that I say may be approved by them, and second that by
ourselves.” (27C-D)"?

The issue of whether or not humans should act as founts of reason is more complex. Plato
puts an emphasis on learning and understanding, not on external exertion. He advises readers to
discipline their bodies and accustom themselves to a life of reason, but there is no moral
obligation to instruct or regulate any entity apart from each individual’s own immortal soul.
Discipline of the body is a necessary precursor, but ultimately only a means to an end. To return
to the emulation of World Soul, the emanation of ordered motions seems to be a mere byproduct
of rational existence and not a goal in-and-of itself. Rather, it is only the Divine Artificer who
can use his own rational essence as a solitary source for influencing the physical realm:

GyadOc fv. Ayadd 5& oUdeic nepi 0UdEVOC 0UdEmoTe Eyyiyvetar eBdvoc To0Tov 8 €xTOg Qv
névto Ot pddioto EBoVAN 0N yevésHot Tapamiicia Eovtd).

“He was good, and in him that is good no envy arises ever concerning anything:
and being devoid of envy, he desired that all should be, as far as possible, like
unto himself.” (29E)

To speak in generalities, neither World Soul nor humans are charged with the duty of
rectifying the physical world. World Soul is as incapable of instilling permanent order within the
universe as humans are of eliminating the faults of their bodies. Moreover, World Soul is not
obligated to nurture the immortal souls of humans and other mortal entities, even though these
creatures are necessarily immersed within the body of the universe. Likewise, individual humans

need not feel any moral compunction for the state of foreign souls. All the same by the very act

2 Henderson (2005)
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of behaving justly, that is actively cultivating the innate motions of the immortal soul, both

humans and World Soul necessarily act as rational influences in the universe.
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